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Media Release  
 
16 November 2015 
 
A.G. Coombs Refrigeration Apprentice receives Training Award 
 
Fourth Year Refrigeration Apprentice, Michael Lithotomos of A.G. Coombs Service, has received the 2015 
Allan Coombs Training Award in recognition of his ongoing application, effort and dedication to both his 
role and the building services industry. 
 
Named after the Company’s founder, Mr Allan George Coombs AM*, the Allan Coombs Training Award 
commenced in 2000 and is conferred annually. Recipients of the award receive a financial endowment, 
with an identical amount donated to the winner’s charity of choice which, this year, was Legacy; a charity 
that provides services to Australian families suffering financially and socially after the incapacitation or 
death of a spouse or parent, during or after their defence force service. 
 
This is Michael’s first industry award, and was presented at the A.G. Coombs Annual Dinner & Awards 
Night on Saturday 17 October 2015; a particularly special event this year with the company also 
celebrating its seventieth year in business. 
 
“I am very honoured to have received the 2015 Allan Coombs Training Award”, stated Michael on receiving 
the award. “I was in a very strong group of apprentices and trainees, all of whom were very deserving, and 
I congratulate them being finalists. I always wanted to work with A.G. Coombs, even from a young age. We 
were, and still are, the place to work! I’ve had some great experiences during my apprenticeship and have 
gained a wealth of experience and knowledge from colleagues, managers and the industry. It is an honour 
to be presented with this award, and I’m excited at the prospect of building a long and worthwhile career 
with A.G. Coombs.”  
 
The A.G. Coombs Group strongly supports Australian apprenticeships, recognising that they are the best 
way to combine training and entry point employment, leading to a nationally recognised qualification and 
career path. 
 
A.G. Coombs’ Managing Director, Mr Russell Telford, elaborates, “Our long history in apprenticeship 
training and development continues to be further strengthened with our Apprenticeship Program, helping to 
ensure that apprentices make the most of their training opportunities to become effective and capable 
tradespeople with a great future in the industry”, he said. “We combine professional mentoring and active 
engagement with partner educational facilities to continually track training progress and to help ensure that 
the educational curriculum is appropriate to workplace and apprentice needs. 
 
“The Allan Coombs Training Award is a significant accomplishment for any apprentice who receives it. 
Michael has been an invaluable member of the team; we’re proud to support him on his journey and look 
forward to working with him over the years to come.” 
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Michael Lithotomos (left), recipient of the 2015 Allan Coombs Training Award, with A.G. Coombs’ 
Managing Director Russell Telford 

 
Hi-res image is available upon request. 

 

 
About A.G. Coombs Pty Ltd 
 
The A.G. Coombs Group is a privately owned Australian group of companies that provides an integrated range of 
technical services for all systems in buildings; from design through to installation, commissioning, maintenance and 
ongoing operation and management. Technologies include air conditioning and mechanical services, fire protection, 
hydraulics, electrical services and lighting, and building control technologies. Specialist mechanical contractor  
A.G. Coombs has pioneered the application of large-scale prefabricated building services methodologies in Australian 
building construction. Prefabrication is now being applied to vertical and horizontal building services system 
components, plant rooms and central energy plant where this approach is leading to productivity and programming 
benefits together with the further elimination safety risks.  Founded in 1945, A.G. Coombs has a national capability with 
major operations on Australia’s eastern seaboard. 
 
For more information on A.G. Coombs, please contact: 
 
Susan Waterer, A.G. Coombs Group Corporate Communications 
Tel: +61 3 9248 2700, Mob: 0407 253 982, Email: swaterer@agcoombs.com.au    


